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A confused situation!

Spending Review
National Rail and Highways Agency

Local government

National Infrastructure Plan 2010

Localism Bill



Congestion and unreliability

Road Statistics 2009, DfT, 24 July 2010

All motor vehicle traffic, Great Britain, 1950 - 2009



Congestion and unreliabiltiy



Main road traffic densities 1977 - 2008

Motorways

Trunk roads

Principal roads

Source: 

David Bayliss



Population growth

2010 – 2031

20% more people in some 

Regions over next two 

decades!
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National Traffic Forecast (DfT, 2008)



Traffic Stress

2005 volumes 

+ 40%

Source: 

Highways Agency and

RAC Foundation



Rail carries 7% of passenger miles

Bus carries 7% of passenger miles

The rest is by road

Similarly for freight



Spending Review

Transport capital “protected”  (11% real cut)



DfT Capital

Rail increase

£750 m for High Speed 

Rail

Highways Agency cut by 

over 45% real



DfT Resource



HA Schemes continuing



So what was the return on 

the other approved  transport investments?

the road schemes not approved?



A14 Ellington – Fen Ditton

Traffic officers??

Managed Motorway schemes?



Many delayed local schemes are roads





Motor insurance market:

some implications

The number of vehicles requiring motor insurance 

will continue to grow

On current plans traffic densities will rise rapidly

This will affect accident risk per vehicle mile



Other demographic changes will affect risk:

E. g. we are all living longer



Road safety policy

Previous Gvt’s road safety targets ran out in 2010

Previous Gvt’s consultation “A safer way” has been 

lost

Coalition Gvt. has abandoned road safety targets 



Road safety policy

Safety policy could achieve a significant reduction in risk:

Gvt. response to North Review of alcohol and drugs?

Improvement in road infrastructure

eg removal of hazards: 

63% of all fatal and serious collisions occur  

on single carriageways



Speed reduction is crucial

Frequency of personal injury collisions is 

proportional to square of average speed

Frequency of killed or seriously injury collisions is 

proportional to cube of average speed



Speed cameras ARE effective!

RAC Foundation review of the evidence by 

Professor Richard Allsop

Published on 24th November 2010

If all speed cameras were decommissioned 

there would be an increase of about 800 

in killed or seriously injured a year 



How can we get the

Funding for

an adequate, safe 

road system??



The range of options

Do nothing

Give HA a strategic role

Separate public body            Separate private body

shadow            user shadow              user

tolls              charging tolls              charging



We need a realistic national roads strategy

and

a road safety policy based on the evidence


